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2021 Wildlife Management Spring Hearings Questions 
If you have questions or comments about any of the below questions, please contact Wildlife Regulations 

Specialist Scott Karel at ScottR.Karel@wisconsin.gov or (608) 206-0222. 

 

 

 

1. Allow falconry to take place on the Richard Bong State Recreation Area after the 2 p.m. closure. 

Falconry is a unique sport that has a low or no impact on other activities. Due to Bong’s popular managed 
pheasant hunting program (8,770 average annual pheasant hunters from 2015- 19) and high number of 
falconers have stopped practicing their sport during legal hunting hours due to safety concerns of the 
falcons used. Due to the nature of pheasant hunting, falconry birds are at a high risk of being mistaken for 
pheasants while partaking in their sport. This proposed change will specifically allow falconry hunting on 
the Bong property after the 2p.m. hunting closure to ensure a safe continuation of the sport. At this time 
two hunting activities are allowed after 2p.m. (waterfowl and bow deer), this proposal would add falconry 
as a third. 
 

1. Do you support allowing falconry to take place on the Richard Bong 
State Recreation Area after 2 p.m.? 

 

1.           YES _________ 

               NO _________ 

NO OPINION ________ 
 

 

2. Increase the time that cable restraints are allowed during regulated trapping seasons. 

Currently, trappers cannot use cable restraints until December 1st.  This proposal would allow the use of 
cable restraints beginning on the dryland trapping opener (Saturday nearest October 17th) for bobcat, fox 
and coyote.  A study evaluated the use of cable restraints on dryland was conducted in Wisconsin from 
2001-2002.  Results of this study resulted in new regulations allowing the use of cable restraints on 
dryland from Dec 1st – Feb 15th for fox, coyote and bobcat.  The start date of December 1st was chosen to 
avoid any incidents involving the new cable restraint and other hunting dogs in the months of October and 
November.  A review of previous trap incident reports involving cable restraints has confirmed this tool is 
selective and doesn’t pose a threat to domestic dogs.   
 

2. Do you support allowing cable restraints to be used for trapping 
beginning on the Saturday nearest October 17th? 

 

2.           YES _________ 

               NO _________ 

NO OPINION ________ 
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3. Return to a three-zone framework for mink and muskrats. 

In 2014, as part of a larger rule simplification effort, the department switched to a one zone, one opening 
day format for managing muskrat and mink.  This resulted in earlier opening dates in the central and 
southern zones and a uniform end date (beginning on the Saturday nearest October 25 and continuing 
through the Sunday nearest March 7). Prior to this simplification, the department had managed mink and 
muskrats through multiple harvest zones.  At one time, the muskrat and mink season framework included 
a north zone, central zone and south zone all having progressively later starting dates. Additionally, there 
were at least two local zones with later closing dates. There is a segment of the trapping community 
requesting a return to a three-zone (plus Mississippi) system and extend the spring season.   
 
Below is the suggested framework change:  
 
 1) To return to three zones (plus Mississippi Zone).  
 2) The south zone should open on the Saturday on, or the first Saturday following November 1, 
 and should close on March 15.  
 3) The Central zone should open on the Saturday on, or the first Saturday following October 25, 
 and should close on March 22.  
 4) The Northern zone should open on the Saturday on, or the first Saturday following October 18, and 
 should close on April 15. 
 5) Maintain current Mississippi zone including start and close dates (beginning on the second Monday 
 in November or the day after the close of the duck season in the Mississippi River Zone, whichever 
 occurs first, and ending on the Sunday nearest March 15). 

Current Zones                                                              Proposed Zones 
 

                                     
 

3. Do you support returning to a three-zone framework for mink and 
muskrats as described above? 
 

3.             YES ________ 

                 NO ________ 

NO OPINION ________ 
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4. Allow the department to regulate target shooting on department properties in Columbia County 

Currently target shooting is unregulated on DNR owned lands unless these lands are in counties listed ch. 
NR 45.09(5), Wis. Adm. Code. Prior to the opening of a public shooting range at the Mud Lake Wildlife 
Area in 2018, problems existed regarding target shooting on state lands in Columbia County, including 
littering and bullets ricocheting into inhabited areas. Local support was resistant to closing properties until 
a public range could be built. The state secured funding for a public range and the range has been open to 
the public since 2018. However, even after the opening of the new range, vandalism and littering is still 
taking place from individuals target shooting on nearby state lands. Closing the remainder of state-owned 
properties to target shooting would funnel those activities to the public range. 

4. Do you favor adding Columbia County to the list of counties covered 
under ch. NR 45.09(5), Wis. Adm. Code and restrict target shooting on 
DNR owned lands? 

 4.                YES _________ 

                      NO _________ 

NO OPINION ________ 
 

 

5. Extend the date of the gray and fox squirrel seasons.  
 
Currently, hunting season for gray and fox squirrels opens on the second Saturday of September and 
closes on January 31st.  This regulation change would keep the original start date of the second Saturday 
in September but extend the season to be open through the last day of February. This proposal would 
potentially simplify the closing dates for small mammal hunting by synchronizing the season closure date 
of squirrels with the that of cottontail rabbits. 

5. Do you support extending the closing date of the gray and fox squirrel 
seasons to the last day in February? 
 

 5.                   YES _________ 

                        NO _________ 

NO OPINION ________ 
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