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What is a registration permit? 
The registration permit is a standardized air pollution control permit issued by Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) which authorizes facilities with low actual emissions to operate. It is drafted, undergoes public 
comment, and is issued to cover a category of air pollution sources. Upon issuance, eligible facilities may apply 
for coverage under the permit. In most cases, a registration operation permit (ROP) is issued along with a 
companion registration construction permit (RCP). When issued as a companion, the RCP is nearly identical to 
the ROP and ensures a smooth, legal transition from the DNR’s traditional permit program to the registration 
permit program. The remainder of this document refers to a registration operation permit issued with a 
companion registration construction permit as a ROP. 

What are the Type G registration permits (ROPGs)? 
The Type G ROPs or ROPGs are a set of permits, RCP-G01 and ROP-G02, for stationary sources with emissions 
that do not and will not exceed 80% of the major source threshold, except for lead emissions. Eligible facilities 
shall also be an existing Tier 2 participant of Green Tier or have the intent to enter Tier 2 within the time frame 
established in the permit. 

Table 1:  ROP G Eligibility Thresholds 

Pollutant Thresholds1 

Particulate matter less than 10 microns (PM10) <80 tons per year 

Particulate matter less than 2.5 microns (PM2.5) <80 tons per year 

Sulfur dioxide (SO2) <80 tons per year 

Carbon monoxide (CO) <80 tons per year 

Nitrogen oxides (NOx) <80 tons per year <40 tons per year2 

Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) <80 tons per year <40 tons per year2 

Lead <0.5 tons per year 

Any single federally regulated HAP <8 tons per year 

Total of all federally regulated HAPs combined <20.0 tons per year 

NOTE:  For a list of federally regulated HAPs, visit EPA. 

 
 

 
1 Major source thresholds vary according to the attainment status of the area in which the facility is located. If there is a change in the attainment status of 

the area where the facility is located for any pollutant, then the facility-wide emission limit for that pollutant will also change to less than 80% of the new 
major source threshold. 

 
2 Thresholds that apply to areas designated serious nonattainment for ozone 
 

https://www.epa.gov/haps/initial-list-hazardous-air-pollutants-modifications


What are the benefits of a registration permit? 

• Flexibility to construct, modify, or replace equipment without obtaining a construction permit, as long as 

the facility continues to comply with all conditions of the ROP after the change.3

• Less frequent and less prescriptive monitoring and recordkeeping requirements. 

• Swift DNR decisions on permit coverage—15 days or less. 3 

• Simplified permit application process. 

• Lower administrative costs—no construction permits, renewals or revisions.4 

What are the differences between the Type G01 and Type G02 registration permits? 
The primary difference between the Type G01 and Type G02 registration permits is that G01 is a standalone 
registration construction permit and G02 is an integrated registration construction and registration operation 
permit similar to other ROPs issued by the DNR. For more information on all ROPs, visit the Registration Permit 
webpage.   
 
Other differences between RCP-G01 and ROP-G02 include: 

• Eligibility 

o RCP-G01 is available for any facility with intent to enter Tier 2 of Green Tier within the time frame 
established in the permit and can maintain air emissions below the permit limits. 

o ROP-G02 is available for facilities that are in Tier 2 of Green Tier and can maintain air emissions 
below the permit limits.  

• Permit coverage period 

o RCP-G01 requires the facility to achieve Tier 2 of Green Tier within 18 months (extendable for up to 
18 additional months upon request). If the facility fails to achieve Tier 2, the coverage under the 
RCP-G01 will be withdrawn and the facility will be responsible for applying for the appropriate type 
of construction and operation permit. 

o ROP-G02 authorizes the facility to continuously construct and operate as long as the facility meets 
the permit requirements and maintains good standing in Green Tier as a Tier 2 participant.  

 

What are unique aspects to the Type G registration permit (ROPG)? 

• Emission limits  

o ROPG caps the air emissions below 80% of the major source thresholds of both criteria and HAPs. 

• Participation in Green Tier Program  

o ROPG requires the facility to be an existing Green Tier, Tier 2 participant in good standing or to 
achieve Tier 2 within the time frame established in the permit. 

• Permit conditions 

o ROPG allows facilities to include source-specific conditions in Part Ib of the permit. Those conditions 
must be established in a source-specific construction permit that undergoes traditional procedures 
including public notice and comment. The source-specific conditions are limited to: 

▪ Latest Available Control Techniques (LACT) 

▪ Use of source-specific control devices 

 
3 Source-specific conditions included in Part Ib of the Type G Registration Permits (ROPGs) shall be revised through a source-specific construction permit 

review. 
4 Inclusion of source-specific conditions in Part Ib of ROPGs might require at least 6 additional weeks. 
5 The evaluation of a source-specific conditions to be included in Part Ib of the ROPGs requires a review fee. 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/AirPermits/Registration.html
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▪ Source-specific Best available control technology (BACT) or Lowest achievable emission rate 
(LAER) established under ch. NR 445, Wis. Adm. Code. 

▪ Retention of limits established to avoid major source construction permit review under chs. 
NR 405 and 408, Wis. Adm. Code. 

▪ Retention of BACT or LAER limitations established in previously issued major source 
construction permits under ss. NR 405.08 and NR 408.04, Wis. Adm. Code. 

• Air quality analysis requirements 

o ROPG does not require an air quality analysis if the facility meets the stacks configuration 
established in the permit and the emission rates are less than the following thresholds:  

▪ PM10 – 5 tons per year 

▪ SO2 – 25 tons per year 

▪ NOx – 25 tons per year 

▪ CO – 50 tons per year.  

o If any stack does not meet the stack configuration required by ROPG, the facility shall conduct an air 
quality analysis when the emission rate of either PM10, SO2, or NO2 exceeds 5 tons per year. 

• Other conditions: 
o ROPG allows facilities the option of using collection efficiencies listed in the general section of the 

permit (Part Ia) or using source-specific collection efficiencies listed in the source-specific section 
(Part Ib) of the permit.  Facilities that use what is ordinarily considered a control device to capture 
product for re-use in the process, should refer to question 6 in the application guide (AM569) for 
details on how to properly submit proof that the device is considered “inherent to the process.”  If 
the DNR has made this decision previously, include a copy of the approval letter. 

o ROPG allows facilities subject to any New Source Performance Standard or National Emission 
Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants to obtain coverage, if the standard does not trigger the 
requirement to obtain a Part 70 permit. 

o ROPG requires the facility to meet reporting and auditing requirements under Green Tier. 

Can a facility apply for ROPG and later transfer to another type of permit? 
Yes. Facilities planning to obtain Tier 2 of Green Tier but failing to achieve Tier 2 within the time frame 
established in RCP-G01, must apply for a source-specific permit. In that case, the facility should apply for a new 
source-specific construction permit that will cover all air emissions units at the facility and apply for a source-
specific operation permit. Even when achieving Tier 2 under Green Tier, the facility may choose at any time to 
apply for another source-specific permit. Other types of ROPs, General Permits, and Permit Exemptions might 
also be available for these facilities. 

For more information   

• For information about the Green Tier Program, visit the Green Tier webpage or contact staff at (608) 267-
9753 or GreenTier@wisconsin.gov.  

• For more information on registration permits or to view the final version of the permits, visit the 
Registration Permit webpage.  

• For additional information about registration permits, contact the Registration Permit Coordinator, or the 
Small Business Environmental Assistance Program at 855-889-3021 or DNRSmallBusiness@wisconsin.gov. 

 

https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/pmswxvzvgn/AM569.pdf?t.download=true
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/GreenTier/
mailto:GreenTier@wisconsin.gov
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/AirPermits/Registration.html
mailto:DNRamROPSairpermit@wisconsin.gov?subject=ROP%20G%20question
mailto:DNRSmallBusiness@wisconsin.gov
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DISCLAIMER —The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is committed to promoting diversity, fairness, equity and the principles of 

environmental justice. We ensure that we do not discriminate in employment, programs, decisions, actions or delivery of services. If you have 

questions or to request information in an alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc.), please contact us at 888-936-7463 or 

https://dnr.wi.gov/About/Nondiscrimination 

 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Air Management Program 

Box 7921- AM/7 

Madison, WI 53707 

PHONE 608-266-7718 • FAX 608-267-0560 

https://dnr.wi.gov/About/Nondiscrimination

