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SUBJECT: 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Natural Resources Board Agenda Item 
Item No. 4.B 

Request that the Board approve the Statement of Scope for Board Order WA-13-21 and conditionally approve the public 
hearing notice and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules Clearinghouse, for proposed 
rules affecting chapters NR 500, 502, 542, and 544 related to statewide materials recycling and effective recycling 
programs 

FOR: June 2022 Board meeting 

PRESENTER'S NAME AND TITLE: Kate Strom Hiorns, Recycling and Solid Waste Section Chief 

SUMMARY: 

The department is directed by s. 287.03, Wis. Stats., to promulgate rules necessary to implement ch. 287, Wis. Stats., 
including the designation of effective recycling program criteria. In 2020, a legislative audit of statewide recycling 
programs prompted the department to review relevant administrative code and engage with stakeholders in an effort to 
determine if improvements of recycling regulations are needed. Applicable recommendations from the audit will be 
addressed through this rulemaking. The objectives of this rulemaking are to correct, clarify, and update effective recycling 
program criteria throughout ch. NR 544, Wis. Adm. Code, as well as amend sections of other code chapters related to 
waste reduction, recovery, and recycling efforts. 

A preliminary public hearing on this scope statement was held on June 6, 2022. A recording of the hearing is available at: 
https://widnr.widen.net/view/video/cuenlzb99g/WA-13-21-RecyclingScopeRecording.mp4. 

If the scope statement for Board Order WA-13-21 is approved, the department may begin drafting the rule language. As 
required by statute, the department may not begin work on the content of the proposed rule until the scope statement is 
approved. Once the rule is drafted, the department will seek public comment on the economic impact of the rule and on 
the proposed rule language. The 30-month time frame for submission of a final rule to the legislature for approval expires 
on September 28, 2024. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the statement of scope for Board Order WA-13-21 and conditionally 
approve the public hearing notice and notice of submittal of proposed rules to the Legislative Council Rules 
Clearinghouse. 

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
� Statement of Scope 
� Governor's Approval of Statement of Scope 
D Public Comments Summary 

Approved by 

George B. Wolbert, Waste and Materials 
Management Program Director 

Gail E. Good, Acting Environmental 
Management Division Administrator 

� Background Memo 
D (insert document name) 
D (insert document name) 
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Board Liaison - AD/8 � Program attorney -LS/8
Department Tribal Liaison -AD/8 

by Sarah Barry 

Department rule officer -LS/8
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