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/[LNH PDQ\ VSHFLHV RI ZLOGOLIH EHDYHU PD\ EH FRRYRQ HLDH/GW JR[FEG RULH QBB VC
SHRSOH HQMR\ DQG DSSUHFLDWH EHDYHU ZKLOH RWKH8YGHROQMLG® G LEXHDDYGI®
D PL[ RI VRFLHWDO QHHGY ZLWK WKH ELRORIDOGDRO BHKMGH'4AW W REIHDH PHYUHRIDIOW RIQP

The Beaver Management Plan

-Q D UHYLVHG EHDYHU PDQDJHPHQW SODQ EHFDWH Gl -EH\FIV LEYHHD Y HK HWH @ D
UHSUHVHQWLQJ SURJUDPYV DJHQFLHYV RUJDQL]IEWDR® W06 QAQDUHPHQ ¥ LW&KR QYN
input from members of the general public via public listening sessions, webinar and online survey also helped

VKDSH WKH SODQ $ FRS\ RI WKH EHDHHHABRRQGHRA QWKI3OTG EBEVLWLE
NH\ZRUG EHDYHU PDQDJHPHQW

7KH :LVFRQVLQ %HDYHU ODQDJHPHQW 3QDQRIMHWQWL4HY WKH IROORZL

BWDEOH EHDYHU SRSXODWLRQV DUH PDMWKXWMRIXQKRBXMD :¥ X EWRQ¥ D@ KOLELM DW
SURYLGLQJ WUDSSLQJ DQG YLHZLQJ UHFEMHDWHLR BRQORIF WUPDLQGE QP XXPWY WR L

+DELWDW PDQDJHPHQW LV XVHG DV D WRRWO RRY PDQDJLQJ EHDYHU SRSXOD
%HDYHU GDPDJH LV PLWLIJDWHG
(GXFDWLRQ LQIRUPDWLRQ DQG RXWUHDBKRHQOQWMAMRONIQPREHGBYHU PDQ

(PHUJLQJ GLVHDVH WKUHDWV WR EHDYHUV Q& (DQDUH CPRWYH® R ERGQGRWQ FH)\
PDQDJHG

%HDYHU PDQDJHPHQW LV LPSURYHG E\ REWDLQLQJDHMMWWWHUSRGDPRQUPW MR (
HFRORJLFDO LPSDFWV DQG VRFLHWDO YLHZVY DQG YDOXHYV

Al Nickel



Map of Beaver Management Zones and Population Objectives

BHFRJQL]JLQJ WKDW EHDYHU DUH FRQVLGHUH
detrimental, the beaver management plan divides the state into

GL* HUHQW JRQHV IRU EHDYHU SRSXODWLRQ PI
“zoning” is to allow for the beaver population to increase, decrease

RU PDLQWDLQ OHYHOV GHSHQGLQJ RQ WKH \
REMHFWLYH 7KH VWDWH V GL- HUHQW PDQDJH
WKH PDS $SSURYHG SRSXODWLRQ REMHFWLYH

%HDYHU =RQH $ ODLQWDLQ WKH =RQH $ EHDYH!L
OHYHO RU DOORZ D VOLJKW LQFUHDVH

%HDYHU =RQH % ODLQWDLQ WKH =RQH % EHDYH
OHYHO RU DOORZ D VOLJKW LQFUHDVH

%HDYHU =RQH & ODLQWDLQ WKH =RQH & EHDYH
OHYHO

%HDYHU =RQH ' ODLQWDLQ WKH =RQH ' EHDYHU
OHYHO RU DOORZ D VOLJKW GHFUHDVH

Beaver Population Management

The Natural Resources Board policy for beaver is to maintain

their populations primarily by use of regulated trapping W R
VHDVRQV ORGL4FDWLRQV WR VHDVRQ UDWI
VKRUWHQLQJ LV WKH SULPDU\ PDQDJH
SRSXODWLRQ REMHFWLYHV —-Q \HDUV QVLY
the season will be longer so that more beaver are taken and WLYF
YLVD YHUVD URXW
6LQFH WKH V WKH EHDYHU VHDVR
PLG 2FWREHU RU HDUO\ 1RYHPEHU DQG
ODUFK RU $sSULO -Q WKH V ZKHQ E
quite low, the season started in February and went only until
WKH HQG RI ODUFK RU PLG $SULO -Q
no beaver trapping was allowed because populations were OH
FULWLFDOO\ ORZ SD.
The use of bag limits and other trapping regulations are also DYHU
used to adjust harvest levels and work toward population
REMHFWLYHV 7KH '15 FRQVLGHUV U
WKHLU )XUEHDUHU $GYLVRU\ &RPPLWW
UHJXODWLRQ FKDQJHV DLPHG WR KH G S
REMHFWLYHYV

DWL
The DNR encourages the use of traps tested and approved
WKURXJK WKH %HVW ODQDJHPHQW 5HVH PSD
SURJUDP $GGLWLRQDO LQIRUKPHDWALR Q

WDW
Annual harvest estimates and pelt prices for beaver can be He E

found within the Beaver Trapper Questionnaire Report found
RQ WKH '15 ZHEVLWH
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YOUR OPTIONS
AT A GLANCE

First Option: Learn to Live with Beaver

In many circumstances people who have minor beaver damage problems, such as a beaver chewing trees or
RUQDPHQWDO SODQWLQJY RQ D ODNHIURRW FRWWDJH/BDEQL ®D\WHROEB EYWH WR VG
enjoying and understanding the creatures that share their habitat with you may be a good way of dealing with
EHDYHU GDPDJH :DWFKLQJ EHDYHU LV D JUHDW WIRPLQW BBWY WL AWK LD BQIR K (

ULYDWH ODQGRZQHUV VKRXOG EH DZDUH WKDWOIXANHADKD GIHY B WRBE@E GW QY UMS/X
RI ZLOGOLIH

Understanding beaver behavior

-WV QDWXUDO IRU EHDYHU WR FKHZ WUHH WUXQRXWR G RVZR) FODNW WHU 8§ HYHFRRZD F
ROG WUHHV WKH\ SUHIHU ZLOORZ SRSODWH MGG®GHUEXIL@GE EQ UV K D\7 HH H\D YAKHD W
DQ[LHW\ LI WKHUH LV D GDQJHU RI WKHVKHWHHMHYHIBDY OKRXBQR DHESURGEHFEWL Y
URXWLQHO\ PRQLWRUHG WR GLVFRXUDJH JQDZLQJ

%HDYHU UDUHO\ ELWH DQG DUH QRW DJJUHVVLYH XQOHVV BIURNRYXHGY FIXBHW\H
UDELHVY 2WKHU KXPDQ LOOQHVVHYV DVVRFLDWHB ZLRVMKWKHDYSXEDUHDM{SROQ@LQI

%HDYHU FDQ SURYLGH PDQ\ KRXUV RI ZDWFKDR®H ¥ LFOGIDWH H[G M & CPHHI@MWW Z HAM
DQG DWWUDFW PDQ\ LOWHUHVWLQJ LQVHFWYV YHHLDGHWUW EISKDELOQFWRGEG RPODERC
GHHS ZDWHU IRU ORGJHVY DQG XQGHUZDWHU IRRESSLMDHYQ Bl O\DKNHZIWKHYU GR Q!
EXLOG D GDP 6RPHWLPHV LQVWHDG RI D ORGBIJBIQ&WKHHEPXYMHIBRZEDQWRGW®H %IKH
DUH YHU\ LPSRUWDQW LQ SUHYHQWLQJ 5SRRGVHDQR@IURKIKW WKHDYHWKDEOG PG
HGLEOH IRRGY DORQJ WKH VKRUH "KHQ WIQHEL D WP ¥ HIDR/AKHR XBW JW R M VRR G \BIRG

WKDW DWWUDFWYV PDQ\ RWKHU ZLOGOLIH -BDIJWUMHE R FRORQ RIHFXUV WKH VLW

Courtney Celley, USFWS



Second Option: Protect Your Property

-1 \RX UH XQDEOH WR OLYH ZLWK EHDYHU GDP D J$HU HWKIHQUM GLMHDB HVRIORG W PO C
2QH VHW Rl PHWKRGV LQYROYHV SURWHFWLQJ WU HIHQYJ U H/AKHHL R MQ<IH W KHH & DLRDYIR
SURWHFWLQJ WUHHV XVLQJ UHSHOODQWYV

Fencing Systems

2QH RSWLRQ WR NHHS EHDYHU IURP JQDZLQJ WUHHV RU

FXWWLQJ WKHP GRZQ LV WR IHQFH EHDYHU RXW +HDY\

wire mesh, heavy gauge hardware cloth or tar paper

will discourage beaver from cutting and gnawing

WUHHY DORQJ WKH VKRUHOLQH )LIJXUH VKRZV WKDW LQ

general the protective material you choose should

be cut to a height of about 3 feet then wrapped

DURXQG WKH WUHH OHVK VL]H VKRXOG EH OHVV WKDQ
LQFK LQ RUGHU WR EH H*HFWLYH 7KH ZLUH PHVK RU

hardware cloth can be secured by wiring the ends

WRJHWKHU 7DU SDSHU FDQ EH KHOG LQ SODFH E\ EDLOLQJ

WZLQH RU ZLUH 7KLV SURWHFWLRQ LV TXLWH H*HFWLYH DQG

LQH[SHQVLYH HVSHFLDOO\ LI IHZ WUHHY DUH LQYROYHG

JHQFLQJ FDQ EH HODERUDWH RU VLPSOH GHIEWIOREQ Q- RMR X R H RAL WIKGHX D OHWPILY
WKHQ D VLQJOH VWUDQG HOHFWULF IHQFH VRX\GSHIQIKMG SIUERRXAVE HD WKRIW R © YWK IHF
ever, you leave the property for extended periods then maintaining even a simple electric fence may not be

SUDFWLFDO

$ORQJ WKH VKRUHOLQH D ORZ SHUPDQHQW IHQFB\ ZEM K JPXKVW RR G LK FRXQ DA
YHUV $OVR LQGLYLGXDO RUQDWH IHQFHV WHRWQRD 8 DEFHK W B Ui HD\W X YAZD DOV WR
IURP JQDZLQJ

Repellents

([SHULHQFH KDV GHPRQVWUDWHG WKDW FKHPIGHD O LIPQ & RG@ MXFIFFH U S HGIGB QW |
Dzb\ DIWHU D WLPH DQG JHQHUDOO\ QHHG VDR G HWULHRIDS KHKLHIE S DWDLR WIKHD DO D L
RWKHU PRUH SDODWDEOH IRRGY GLFWDWH WKH He«HRWLYUHOHMHR I UHSGEKDQ H @ ¢
IDUP FR RSV KDUGZDUH VWRUHYVY DQG GLVFRXQW VWRDEY OBDEE FRFPHUFXOO\!L
QRW XVH WKH UHSHOOHQWY LQ D PDQQHU LQFRQVLVWHQW ZLWK WKH ODEHOL(

yeeyos Japuep umeys



<285 237-216

Third Option: Discourage Beaver from Colonizing

There are two main methods of discouraging beaver from colonizing an area where damage cannot be tolerat

HG 7KH 4UVW LV WR UHGXFH WKH GHVLUD KIHOILRR\GR/I| B\AHOCH BU HOOL BMH HD@QLGP MCKEHWRI
QHHG WR EXLOG GDPV RU D ORGJH

7KH VOIGERQBLEPHWKIREL UVGW R VD ORV MK RW W |
KROG ZDWHU

Discouraging beaver by eliminating preferred foods

-1 \RX JHW ULG RI IRRG LWHPV WKDW DUH DWWID AW HPH WP BHDNYW O LRX P®BH G

HDUO\ VXFFHVVLRQDO VSHFLHV VXFK DV DVSHQGHFG VEIRUPK W QWO D HE W D/QKOH H
WKHVH VSHFLHVY HVSHFLDOO\ QHDU VWUHDPV DQGWAODNHWRRUHRBMEHDM B KV E
5RRGLQJ RI D URDGZD\ RU EXUURZLQJ RQIVERHE ¢ R\RHHMH. Q@ HQ WK HRRQ WXWMN. GIOLP
VRXUFHV 5HPRYLQJ SUHIHUUHG IRRG VRXUFHV DQG BOBKIWLIHQI M/URGN R/EKW MR

KHOS GLVFRXUDJH EHDYHU FRORQL]DWLRQ RRV\RXWYW\5 GRISHUWEO BODR WHQ ¥ W5 |
DQWHH EHDYHU ZLOO QRW JQDZ RU FXW D WUHH

Discouraging beaver by undermining their dams

-W LV LPSRUWDQW WR QRWH WKH IROORQILQD (RGWLWRY RDWHQGBGMP DW M & UMHX TWRKH \
\RXU FKDQFH RI VXFFHVV UHJXODU PDLQWHQDQFH LV UHTXLUHG

%HDYHU ED"H IRU FXOYHUWYV

$ EDH FDQ EH FRQVWUXFWHG WR NHHS EHDYHU WRP EXLOGLQJ GDPV LQVLGH
7KH 4JXUH WR WKH ULJKW VKRZV DQ H[DPSGHWHKH GDPH %HDYHU ZLOO EXLO
against the posts but when most of the dam material is removed, the posts are

SXOOHG DQG WKH GDP VKRXOG ZDVK RXW UHKXYUWHA\ $SBIHRI DEDWHPHQW PD\
TXHQW WHQGLQJ JRU VPDOO FXOYHUWYV REH BUEWZRB SRVWV VKRXOG GR WKH
or hook on top of the pull posts will make it easier to lift out the posts using

VRPH W\SH RI SXOOH\ 7R SUHYHQW WKHIW R AWKGPVEKEOO SRVWYV

\RX PD\ ZDQV
HU GHYLVLQJ DQ DQWL WKHIW EDU IRU WKH ED"H

7KHUH DUH PDQ\ YDULDWLRQV RI WKH EHDYHU ED"H GHSHQGLQJ RQ
WKH QHHGV LQJHQXLW\ DQG PDWHULDOVHDYDUOB¥Y@H 7KH FRVW RI WKH EDA?
pending on the number of posts, the material you chose for the posts, and the

FRVW RI DQ\ ZHOGLQJ \RX PLJKW QHHG
&RQWUROOLQJ ZDWHU OHYHOV ZLWK D 5RZ GHYLFH

Water levels in beaver ponds can be regulated so that, although the ponds remain, the water level is not so high

WKDW LW FDXVHV GDPDJH 2U D EHDYHU PD\ H¥Z ¢ LWHRKXIUDWHRD Q Q& VWP RNYHHH 8V K

OHYHO KLJK 7KH OHIW 4JXUH EHORZ VKRDW BQW KRR X]W BDQWDRRQ RKQHD4 FXU H
DOVR VKRZV D ZLUH PHVK FXOYHUW

7KHVH PHWKRBXWD KR X P/ RWEKIDRV ZEONADHYUH B R
WKHVH GHYLFHV

Culvertc RQVWUXFWHG RI JDXJH UHLQIRUFLQJ PHVK ADMKIO JDXPUH SLHFHHGEMB
PHVK DWWDFKHG ZLWK

KRJ ULQJV %HQG @&N U FDEXGH GD § IVGIOX/L IMKW R KR F\OL
LQOHW HQG ZLWK [ ZLUH PHVK 7KUHH DHFMQRXP OHQIWHK FRQVLGHUHG



Fencing Options for Culverts

%HDYHU RIWHQ SOXJ URDG FXOYHUWYV ZLWK GDPV 7KLYV
problem can sometimes be slowed by building

a horseshoe, square or triangular shaped fence

around the upstream side of the culvert thus

preventing the beaver from damming the culvert

HQWUDQFH %HDYHU PD\ EXLOG WKHLU GDP DURXQG

the fence, but it is much easier to remove debris

from the fence rather than from the inside of the

FXOYHUW 7KH FRVW Rl WKLV PHWKRG RI DEDWLQJ EHDYHU
GDPDJH GHSHQGYV RQ WKH VL]H RI WKH IHQFH QHHGHG

7TKH 4JXUH WR WKH ULJKW VKRZV D PHWKRG RI LQVWDOOLQJ
pipes or troughs in beaver dams in order to control
WKH ZDWHU OHYHO LQ WKH SRQG 6HYHUDO SRVVLEOH SLSH
FRQVWUXFWLRQ PHWKRGY DUH DOVR VKRZQ 'HWDLOV RI
“beaver pipe” construction are found in the article
$ 'HYLFH )RU &RQWURO 21 BUREOHP %HDYHUV -RXU
QDO Rl :LOGOLIH ODQDJHPHQW 9RO 1R - X0\

E\+ $ /DUDPLH 7TKH FRVWYV LQFOXGH OXPEHU
WR PDNH WKH SLSHVY RU WKH FRVW RI 39& SLSLQJ DQG
ODERU WR LQVWDOO WKHP 7KLV LV D PRUH GL]JFXOW GHYLFH
WR LQVWDOO WKDQ D IHQFH RU ED"H KRZHYHU LW PD\ EH
the only option where there is no culvert to use as
D EDFNVWRS

$QRWKHU EHDYHU 5RZ GHYLFH LV WKH &0HPVRQ %HDY&OHPR/R® /Y IHCOHIL/ L W W L2
6RXWK &DUROLQD -W LV D VLPSOH OREHEWFR\NRWSRBHAHW.KUBRYBEROW BEGDREAYV BEDP RU
YHUW -W LV PDGH ODUJHO\ IURP 39& SLSH -WRRBQ GEH LYHBM BIWHDAMW)LY HWXD WH
D EHDYHU GDP EXLOW LQ D FXOYHUW RU DW WKH RXWOHW RI D VPDOO SRQG

%HDYHUV UHSDLU GDPV LQ UHVSRQVH WR WKH VHIKW/ KFHRXQBPIYR® IGIHIYOHRIHU X\
ZDWHU WKURXJK D GDP LQ VXFK D ZD\ WKDW EMDYEGVDNDIH) WHVKEBWKIEBDYRUML
WR SOXJ WKH GDP

$ GHWDLOHG SDPSKOHW RQ FRQVWUXFWLRQ RI WK 88 XKBIERQ %HDYHU 3RQG /!

- QVvWDOOLQJ D &0OHPVRQ %HDYHU 3RQG /HYHOHU RQ &ODUN &UHHN LQ 6DXN &F



Last Option: Removal of the Dam, Lodge, and Beaver

Removal of the beaver dam, the lodge, and the beaver is generally the last option recommended for the in

GLYLGXDO ODQGRZQHU EHFDXVH RI WKH GL]RVOKNHUD QIEDN O QW R QYR @ YHI5 O 0¥
EHFDXVH RIWHQ QHZ EHDYHU ZLOO UHFRORQL]H DQ DUMKMN ISRPEODKHA R IEEHBDNYWHHK
GDPDJH PD\ EH VROYHG WHPSRUDULO\ EXW LW ZLOO SUREDEO\ UHDSSHDU

The laws and frequently asked question relating to dam removal, lodge removal, and removal of the beaver
WKHPVHOYHYVY DUH IRXQG LQ WKH QH[W VHFWLRQ

/HIDO GH4QLWLRQV LQ %HDYHU &RQWURO
>5HIHUHQFHV V 6WDWYV 15 DQG 15 @

Damage means harm to forest products; streams, roads, dams, buildings, orchards, apiaries, livestock and com
PHUFLDO DJULFXOWXUDO FURSY -QFOXGLQJ &KULVWPDV WUHHY DQG QXUVHU

OROHVW PHDQV DQ\ DFWLYLW\ ZKLFK UHVXOW\W LRI SKARENDKWFBDPDJIJH RU GHV W/
BULYDWH SURSHUW\ KROGHU PHDQV DQ RZQHU OHVVHH RU RFFXSDQW RI SULY

Removal activity means removing or authorizing the removal of a wild animal that is causing damage or that
is causing a nuisance or the removal of a structure of a wild animal that is causing damage or that is causing a
QXLVDQFH

5HPRYH PHDQV FDSWXUH VKRRW VHW D WUDS IRULVSRWRFRWH RU RWKHUZLV

Laws for Landowners

In the next few sections concerning dams, lodges, and removal of beaver, the pertinent state statues (cited in

UHIHUHQFHY DV VWDWYV RU 1DWXUDO 5HVRXUFHVHINGPL. QLY WDDW LUYNM H®R GN LU
HQFHVY VR WKDW \RX PD\ 4QG DQG UHDG WKH HfB P WHWR LXVRXWHKH PGW W URFXIA
RI WKH VWDWXWHY DQG UXOHV LI \RX DUH FKHWNRQJ I&RSKIH/URL QWKRH D LW HRREL\AL
sources Administrative Code and the Wisconsin State Statutes are available at most libraries or on the Internet

DW zZzZzZ OHJLV VWDWH ZL XV 5HIHUHQFHV D WK DISYWHU L @ H¥K\H. RRQO ORZU DR JU R 8}t
JUDSK JRU H[DPSOH 15 E FDQVEH DRXEH/ RRUENV IIIGPLQLVWUDWLYH &
VHFWLRQ SDUDJUDSK E VXESDUDJUDSK

/IDUU\ 3DOPHU 86):6



FAQs

Beaver Dam Removal Laws - Frequently Asked Questions

Am | allowed to remove a beaver dam on my land?
Landowner, lessees, or occupants may remove beaver dams causing damage or a nuisance without any
VRUW RI SHUPLW SHUPLVVLRQ RU DXWKRUL]DWLRQ IERP @KH '"15 >5HIHUHQF

How can | remove a dam?

2QH ZzD\ WR UHPRYH D GDP LV E\ EODVWLQJ $EOEGFGBVOWHGBY KR XLFFRROMLID P X
OLFHQVHG EODVWHUYVY WR UHPRYH D GDP RQ NPV MQWRISE LEWOD VWRH B ¥ W B QQV D FO\WL
'HSDUWPHQW RI 6DIHW\ 3URIHVVLRQDO 6HUYLFHNLUQQ@IDO LBVRON WWU ZLWK EHD
GDP H[SHULHQFH LV UHFRPPHQGHG %ODVWHUYVY DUH QR@WUBD RIGIRZ® MR/ FDUU
should check their insurance policy for coverage of any damage caused to downstream property from

WKH UHOHDVHG SRQG ZDWHU DV ZHOO DV DQ\ DFFLGHQWDO LQMXULHV

1RWH ([SORVLYHVY FDQQRW EH XVHG WR NLOO RUPRIHPERYHKWHHD WHRUUKREMMHU
WKHLU VWUXFWXUHYVY LQFOXGLQJ GDPV DRE IDFDMW MK DW GKIHVHVYRW KWK EKO B H !
EHHQ UHPRYHG IURP WKLY DUHD WKH\ DUH OLNHO\ WR UHWXUQ DQG UHEXLOG

$Q DOWHUQDWLYH WR EODVWLQJ GDPV LYROAR W KR YWHKH P RXK 8 LEFWL (RIUKID @ G A/MF
+RZHYHU WKLV LV TXLWH GL]FXOW DQG WRRHIRFRGRRBDEWB QG ULWPRWODODY @O

Do | need a permit to remove a dam from a neighbor’s land?

1R \RX GRQ W QHHG DQ\ '15 SHUPLWYV WR UHPRXYH ®&ONGIWWH R/QVDRQ WIXIMKER WLQJ ODC

LQGLFDWHY WKDW DQ RFFXSDQW RI ODWH/ EBDRPDWAJ BOSRIRGAHNM RIXD QDWXL

course” on the property owned by another may enter upon those lands and remove the obstruction at

WKH GDPDJH SDUW\ V RZQ H[SHQVH 7KLV VWDNMSDN W W DKVMH VLS R D WQW BIL\D V. WV

it is always good practice to seek consent and permission from your neighbor to remove a beaver dam

RQ WKHLU SURSHUW\ -1 \RX DUH FRQVLGHULQ D HRRWHGELIQJIJIWRK B URNMYHB®Y V MRII
ZH VXJJHVW \RX 4UVW FRQVXOW \RXU DWWRBUEH D 2)XU M KHUWPRAR WHK LWVR X WK\

GRHV QRW DXWKRUL]JH UHPRYDO RI EHDYHU RQALWKHWKEWWUMPWRYRQ R B @/HKMHV(

ZLOO QRW VROYH WKH SUREOHP :H KRSHVRHYIKEROW JIANVOLP b RWRISHWUDBNOHP V. Q

Just what do the terms “landowner” and “lessee” mean?

/IDQGRZQHU PHDQV DQ\ SHUVRQ RYHU \HDUV R| DFRWSRU DY BQ UMKPH K RIOS
land whether or not this land is subject to easement, mortgage, lien, lease or restrictive covenant, except that

this term does not include any person who is under guardianship, a person who is incompetent or a person who

LV PHQWDOO\ LOO $ SHUVRQ SDUWQHUVEHSNRUWKRUOPRIGS RUWWHR Q DKYRHOG @\ V¥
WLWOHV VROH RZQHU MRLQW RZQHU RZQRHW NRR IDRWXW G K Y WGHHHG RILQ WRHQHH \RW W/
/IDQG FRQWUDFW KROGHUY DUH FRQVLGHUHG ODQGRZQHUYV

“Lessee” means any person possessing a written lease for the use of land for the production of commercial

VHHGOLQJV FURSV RUFKDUG WUHHV &KULVWPDV WNH HMW GRUHWHU W VIVDHRFFONK GKH
ZKR UHQWV D KRPH RU ODQGV IRU UHDVRQV RWKHREUWREBQ FRPPHUFLDO SURGX

Who can authorize dam removal from corporate or publicly owned land where beaver are causing dam-

age?

The board or governing body of the corporation should designate one person responsible for authorization of

EHDYHU UHPRYDO DFWLYLWLHYV 7KHLU VLIQDWXUHWRDWHDS\S\H B U VRKHDFER USSR
ZKR DUH RQ WKH FRUSRUDWLRQ V SURSHUW\ IR W RHA® RFKDQ WFMUWR Q' RHIVF RK QW
LYV DVVLIQHG WKLY UHVSRQVLELOLW\

Can | enlist other people to help me remove beaver dams, do they need any sort of permit?

<HV \RX FDQ KLUH VRPHRQH RU KDYH XQSDLG KHOS WRHBBPRYZK & OPWW R\OW R)QU
DO DFWLYLWLHV GRQ W QHHG DQ\ SHUPLWYV IURP MX B X WK R X W] DWKIHR @@ XV R/P SIRWX'
ODQGRZQHU ZKHQ FRQGXFWLQJ GDP UHPRYDOSHAWWUMDWHHY5RQ \RXWF @ RSHUW

1
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Want to learn more about beavers in

Wisconsin Beaver Wisconsin? Check out the 2015-2025

Wisconsin Beaver Management Plan,

Man agement Plan which provides a comprehensive look
2015-2025

at the biology and management of
beavers in our state.

Z]jo4 ueug

Am | liable for damages a beaver dam on my property causes to the property of another?

<HV 7KH ODZ VWDWHV $ SHUVRQ ZKR RZQV OKDNK D EW RFH X SAVH Y XFWRSHU WM
damage and who fails or refuses to give consent to the department to remove the beaver or the structure to

SXEOLF SURSHUW\ RU WKH SURSHUW)\ RI RWKHBUWWDs54RKOE8 QFRIW \DFW XD O@\ Ul
GDP 7KDW LV WKH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ RI WKH QHLJKERU ZKR ZDQWV LW UHPRYH

Can | set traps on a dam?
<HV $Q\RQH PD\ WUDS RQ RU DURXQG D EHDYHURFDWP VHWHDHN.V QR ORQJHU D

Am | liable for injuries sustained by people helping me to remove beaver dams?

7KH ODZ GHDOLQJ ZLWK WKLV TXHVWLRQDIQGERY QA RP H 7KUIHR WW B W XR/M W R XWKOH. Q |
RI' D SURSHUW\ RZQHU IRU WKH ZHOO EHLQJ RI D\QWRQHOQHQ@WHH U QQD WHKMRS DR SBHIF
B3ULYDWH SURSHUW\ KROGHU LV GH4 QHG DV IDQF@XWMQJ R] FHUV HPSOR\HHYV

The landowner owes none of the following duties to a person removing beaver or their structures: to keep the

property safe for removal activities, or to inspect the property; or give warning of any unsafe condition, use or

DFWLYLW\ RQ WKH SURSHUW\ -Q DGGLWNVRQRW IOH BEQNMIOWH BQ LI\ KRR B H
LQ D UHPRYDO DFWLYLW\ RU DQ LQMXU\ PDXNPRYBD\ODDFAWUWR®/ HQJIDJILQJ LQ

The landowner is liable for injuries caused by malicious acts and malicious failure to warn against an unsafe
FRQGLWLRQ RQ WKH SURSHUW\ RI ZKLFK WHKHJRZZOHMR KDV EQR 2@ H GLJXHM X TUKLHHWY  V
HPSOR\HH RI WKH SURSHUW\ KROGHU DFWLQJ WLW¥YL Q@ SKHWH@BSHVRIVKLY RU KA



FAQs
Beaver Lodge & Beaver Removal Laws — Frequently Asked Questions

Can | remove a lodge?

<HV +RZHYHU QRERG\ FDQ XVH H[SORVLYHV WR UMPRHNG DXQQWXRMVLY BIVWELHRDYY HWR
‘15 LV UHTXLUHG EHIRUH D YDFDWHG EHDYHU ORGJH RRQEFDQHPRSHB Y LGH B/ \E'
ORFDO ZLOGOLIH ELRORJLVW &RXQWHEULRORILWKH VY EHGRYXRBWRU\ RQ WKH

$IWHU UHFHLYLQJ ZULWWHQ DXWKRUL]DWLRQ IORFWHKWH PDS D VO WKH OHD® GLIRZK}
WLYH XVH H[SORVLYHV WR UHPRYH YDFDWHG EHDYQH3U ORGJH¥ 6&6WBWWIKEQFHLR
explosives cannot be used to kill or remove beaver; however, explosives may be used to remove their struc

WXUHV

In addition, written authorization from the DNR is required to mechanically remove a beaver lodge or modify a
ORGJH WR IDFLOLWDWH UHPRYDO RI WKH EHDYHU

How will it be determined that a lodge is vacated?
15 SHUVRQQHO PD\ DVN IRU SURRI WKDW DW OHDVW \SHIGH WIR®® BAHKOLYWH O RMAIYHH E

PD\ FKHFN WR VHH WKDW WKHUH LV QR UHFHQW DFWLYLW\ QHDU WKH ORGJH

Can | trap on a beaver lodge?
$Q\RQH PD\ WUDS RQ LQ RUDURXQG D EHDDHU RRGMIWHWEBBN LV QR ORQJHU

Can | remove beaver from my land without a permit?
Yes, landowners, lessees, and occupants are not required to have a DNR permit to remove beaver causing
GDPDJH RQ ODQGYV XQGHU WKHLU FRQWURODFHHPRYDORXRMWEL Y ) RUL BVODIEG VR IQH

occupant to receive assistance from an agent they must give such a person written authorization [Reference: NR

F @

What beaver removal methods are allowed?

IDQGRZQHUYV PD\ VKRRW RU WUDS EHDYHU FDXVHRU BDP@ BIHRBHIDN® XLV DI FHUB(
DOVR DOORZHG >5HIHUHQFH V 6WDWY @ KAKHOUOHL PHUH RIR4AUHDW BV AWK R\W
$ JDXJH VKRWJXQ XWLOL]JLQJ RU VVRHLIFB MR WKIRRIVQ GHle EFW YW FIBVH HJ[!
ZKHQ VKRRWLQJ QHDU ZDWHU EXOOHWYV D@ VEKROHWXY HHECMWE WRPKRPXMW H
VKRRWLQJ KRXU UHVWULFWLRQV 7KHOXOMRZ RG D YR PRADO HE UG W \E \L B GQCR WWDK H
WUDSSLQJ UXOHV OLVWHG LQ WKH UHIJXODWLRQVLFRQWV SKRPI WK X QIBH VYRR ¥ W |
EHDYHU LI \RXU SURSHUW\ LV ZLWKLQ D PXQLBEHDEPMWN\VZKE OH JWRHXQ@ OWHRKD URIX

SHUPLW IURP WKH ORFDO PXQLFLSDOLW\

Trapping is highly regulated in Wisconsin and restrictions found in the current trapping regulations, except sea

VRQ GDWHYV DQG FHUWDLQ OLFHQVH H[HPSWLR®WYWQVWHDES-EQRZ ERARYWUE HDXR\OLAY
The trapping regulations include information regarding size of traps, placement, frequency of checking traps

DQG W\SH RI VHWYV $ OLVW RI EHDYHU WUDSW/BIQ® WBDIGRQHFP MW VB K I WDKIFKHW

be found on the Association of Fish and Wildlife website

<RX PD\ 127 UHPRYH EHDYHU E\ XVLQJ H[SORVLYHV SRLVRQ6WDWNRI@/RQ JDV >

Do | need a hunting or trapping license to remove beaver?

No, the owner or occupant of any land, and any member of his or her family over 12 years of age may hunt or

WUDS EHDYHU RQ ODQG WKH\ FRQWURO ZRWHREKKW D FO KKIQOWMH) D WVDIO MRAHG L C
SULRU WR WKH RSHQLQJ GDWH IRU GHHU KX@WLQJ >5HIHUHQFH V 6WDW)\

Can | get other people to assist me in removing beaver causing damage?
7KH ODQGRZQHU PD\ LQYLWH RWKHUV WR DVRILEZEWD BBDWU W DKXLYS QW H DIRD WK R W QF

the following rules are observed:
13



$00 SHRSOH DVVLVWLQJ LQ EHDYHU UHPRYDQUWXVRUKDD'WUR YDAOLLFGHYPBE QA0 W
VKRRW EHDYHU

$00 SHRSOH DVVLVWLQJ LQ EHDYHU UHPRHMD@®VAXMWKBY I3 @WDVDW RGUWRBRBIS LK
WUDSSLQJ

$00 DVVLVWDQWY RU SDUWLFLSDQWYV VKD O BRERNHYM W B UWWHH/QY HDH KR QDL
UHPRYDO DFWLYLWLHYV

7KH ODQGRZQHU OHVVHH RU RFFXSDQW PD\ QRBWWKDQ SH PRLNA RQ P WRH R MDHO W
7KH ODQGRZQHU FDQQRW H[HPSW D SDUWLFLSDQW IURP KDYLQJ D OLFHQVH

$00 SDUWLFLSDQWY VKDOO PHHW WKH UHTXLLRIKRR@YWY R D WK\H DWBWXWHVGSH!I
PXVW DELGH E\ WKH FXUUHQW KXQWLQJ BRKVWU DNFIKH QHUXORWLWQNR QW H&RY DL
VHUYLFH FHQWHUYV RU RQOLQH

Can | remove beavers if | am not a Wisconsin resident?

<HV :LVFRQVLQ DOORZV WUDSSLQJ E\ QRQ UBO®ORHA QW FRRPV WK RN LVGNHEDWH/N WA
QRQ UHVLGHQW OLFHQVHY DQG WUDS L DWWKD M[RHAEDW-HD ZDK LYV QLIQF@EK\GRIW DD DQ G
"& 1RQ UHVLGHQW OLFHQVHV UHTXLUH WKH VXF@GHWYDXGS HFR PHSXKHD WR. G QR IF R/IX Wb
FRPSDUDEOH DV GHWHUPLQHG E\ WKH :LVFRQV LQQ &RPRPI MUNDNH. Y\M UDUISTHBH b G & B
FRXUVH IURP DQRWKHU VWDWH RU SURYLQFH

1RQ UHVLGHQWY PD\ SXUFKDVH D :LVFRQVLQ WUDBSLEXIHOWRHQWWL Y @YGRW KH UHS
RZQHUV -1 \RX SODQ WR VKRRW EHDYHU RQPSXURAE KDWHM \R X BBARL G RPR @ ZUH VRXH C
JDPH OLFHQVH

Where can | release a live-trapped beaver?

You may not release or relocate beaver to DNR owned lands unless you have a permit from the local wildlife

PDQDJHU >5HIHUHQFH 15 D @ <RXRGRHQRI\WVHHB & DDYHWPRY QRQ '1°
ODQGYV KRZHYHU \RX PXVW REWDLQ SHUPLVVLRQ NHP WKWROPIK ®RIODMHDY Z&H U
-Q PRVW FDVHV OLYH WUDSSLQJ DQG UHORFDW LEHORHFDYWHR QVPDWBR @IKDXVGK X F
NLOOLQJ EHDYHU LI WKH\ GR QRW KDYH WIEFHHRVUM ZWQRWH URRG LR WEXLQIKBZDORB
FDQQRW VXSSRUW WKHP <RX PD\ QRW NHHS D OLYH EHDYHU DV D SHW

How much does it cost to have a beaver trapped?

7UDSSHU FKDUJHV YDU\ IURP QRWKLQJ MXVW BRUPHIVRRQ WR WUBIIE SKXU LFPIKY
YHU 6RPHWLPHVY WUDSSHUV ZLOO WUDS SUREOHP EXDYRU WKMW SRIQ WHKB VFHYU
DYHUDJH FRORQ\ LV RFFXSLHG E\ WR EHDWHRRY HIGDWIOHW KMKEHDN PIDLDQU B JOIKC
ZLOO FRQWLQXH WR IHOO WUHHV DQG EXWX® W HPAVH Q 7IKIHBR M U BRY HXD O D (BMIBD K
ZLOO QRW EH UHFRORQL]HG

Where can | get a list of beaver trappers?
A list of nuisance wildlife control operators can be found by visiting the Wisconsin Trappers Association website
DW KWWSV ZLVWUDS RUJ DQG VHOHFWLQJHU XKD QFRUHQLWDBD 5HPRYDO XQG

How can | learn to trap?

8QOHVYV H[HPSW DOO EHJLQQLQJ WUDSSHUV DUH 8RRXHUBWILWR FRPSOHWHKGIXE
BURJUDP :&7(3 FRXUVH SULRU WR WUDSSLQJ YHHPHRQW LHJH® % &/HI UIRPGWKILE XD
KDYH SXUFKDVHG D WUDSSLQJ OLFHQVH SUHRDIJWRDD\WUDSBXQ K ZOUQNGHD WHQYV
YLGXDOV SRVVHVVLQJ D YDOLG PHQWRUHG WUDSSLQJ OLFHQVH

7KH :LVFRQVLQ 7UDSSHU (GXFDWLRQ FRXUVUNWERQDNK B OD W3 HYJ BWKERY V@G
QLTXHV SURSHU SHOW SUHSDUDWLRQ PDUNHWRQ@IHPBHWYVW IXQEHRUBSSHBRR KR..
7KH :LVFRQVLQ 7UDSSHU V $VVRFLDWLRQ DGPLKQDRVILAHK WIKKHH ' $8% R TKKBPIPFIOD ¥R R
E\ FHUWL4HG LQVWUXFWRUYV DW ORFDWLRQVWCHPDQD W R P PXKCRMWHL A K RWIXUWHR X DKWY
taking a trapper education course should visit the GQU ZL. DR®% VHDUFK NH\ZRUG 7UDSSHU (GXFD\



Health Notes

Beaver dams are located in environments where individuals may come in contact with organisms that can cause

GLVHDVH LQ KXPDQV 7KHVH RUJDQLVPV DUH QRW SBIUWHAOHVWRQW KHK RBPOE G H \\
ZKHQ ZRUNLQJ LQ WKHVH HQYLURQPHQWYV 7KH FRQWEHPSBNWO QW WBHFBDWWLR
directly from the ponds you are working in and wearing gloves when possible but still washing hands before

HDWLQJ GULQNLQJ RU WRXFKLQJ \RXU PRRWKVKH IRBOH RARQH RYIFDUPLDMW VRIQ G
they can cause in humans can be foundonthe :LVFRQVLQ 'HSDUWPHQW RI +HDOWK\®RXUYLFHV Z
H[SHULHQFH FOLQLFDO VLIJQV HQVXUH \RX SURYLGRQPHWRW WRI \RXWNG R F W R U

7KH PRVW FRPPRQ GLVHDVH DVVRFLDWHG ZLDAJGVDNIOW RUDWGERDYDLYEW \Z DWW HLQ
WKDW FDXVHV FKURQLF GLDUUKHD -W LNVUDR/QWUHDEWHGSED LYY XHDWMWERQ RL DHSL
VIVWHP RI PXOWLSOH DQLPDOV LQFOXGLQEKRFHQV7IGHR BD UHDW W HGHMY DY R
WKDW FRQWDLQV IHFDO PDWWHU IURP WKHVH PUPRPRONVWQREHBYRBURFRROWHERG
contaminated water, or not washing hands after they have been in a beaver pond or have touched a beaver

FDUFDVV WKH SDUDVLWH FDQ EH IRXQG RQ VRWIIBGEHVX¥FKDDW KRY H &biH KD XKRQ\R
PHDVXUHV WR UHGXFH ULVN RI FRQWUDFWLQJ FUBB®IODMUR B WK W R FQRUNF H5 D IQ®
KDQGY EHIRUH HDWLQJ GULQNLQJ RU WRXFKLQJ \RXU PRXWK RU IDFH

Leptospirosis, blastomycosis and tularemia are all considered uncommon diseases in Wisconsin, however,

VLPLODU WR JLDUGLDVLV SUHFDXWLRQDU\ PHDVXUHUMVRIRIWHXIQ HGW @/ LAKIGVH
VWDJQDQW ZDWHU DQG RU PRLVW HQYLURQPHRUWRQDQWKWRZDWHQ ZRKBEGHG DHE-
LV DQ LOOQHVY FDXVHG E\ EDFWHULXP FDOOHG FBWRVEIH RYDP KLME Wa OHH
FOLQLFDO VLIQV RIWHQ LQFOXGH IHYHUKKLTKAHY FDXQV PON RS D QE MXEH KTHDEEROPH. (
YRPLWLQJ GLDUUKHD DQG VNLQ UDVKHV 7KLV EDEMWREWIHGE FQIOPEBD R[F S HWWRC
XULQH ZKLFK FDQ FRQWDPLQDWH ZDWHU PRLV¥WQVRHGR PRHULYHBIRW B® LER QN K BX FE
entering their body through abrasions in the skin, contact with mucous membranes, or if they ingest the

EDFWHULD 3UHFDXWLRQDU\ PHDVXUHV LQFOXBGHHUNDRU QL BURDIMH F\E R RM ¥ MRV
WR PLQLPL]H FKDQFHV RI H[SRVXUH $GGHWLRQWEOLQUNRIXGLBRRXSRKQ G Z® XD V
EHIRUH HDWLQJ GULQNLQJ RU WRXFKLQJ \RXU PRXWK RU IDFH

%ODVWRP\FRVLV LV D IXQJDO LQIHFWLRQ FDXVWKDE\HY®INDV BRPHOHRS ZKHQ ISKHR
EUHDWKH LQ DLU DURXQG GLVWXUEHG GRWUM WKIRXW G FEGQI\WDL KN QWIXUHR DX@A X/ USW
GLVWXUEHG QHDU D ZDWHU VRXUFH EUXVK RU HRESDG DWHIRWQH RURMO HY HRUD B Q. .
IXQJXV LV QRW VSUHDG EHWZHHQ DQLPDOV WR GHOSOHMLRQVSRU YR H AW LRKU VR
fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath, chest or back pain, tiredness or skin sores that may have crusts or

DSSHDU WR JURZ LQ VLIH -VRODWHG FDVHV RR EGHDWW R PGPRWL \~ IK\IRYXH DEHH @ HD
apart and disturbing a beaver dam on a dry day when a lot of dust is present, you may be exposed to the
EODVWRP\FRVLY VSRUHVY 3HUVRQDO SURWHFWLYBDG POLSVPHRWYW VHVRLDADWERIWF
UHGXFH WKH FKDQFHV RI VSRUHVY HQWHULQJ WKH DLUZD\V

7XODUHPLD UDEELW IHYHU LV PRVW FRPPRQOWWHWN EQ WRH. W WIHGE HFRV B 8 RVS IOFHN \
ELWLQJ 5LHV 7KH EDFWHULD FDXVLQJ WKHFOGRVBIOVR EH VS HIH\DHO B\DGW X 8 bW HRY
LQIHFWHG DQLPDOV :LVFRQVLQ ZLOGOLIH PRV QX PKKN SIWDEBO HLQWKD QIDEE EW KV
from contaminated soils when they are disrupted, or ingestion by eating contaminated meat or drinking

FRQWDPLQDWHG SRQG ZDWHU 6\PSWRPV XVX®EO\ GOAFBXRIS DQ/NMWR XFHY DWW
RI LQIHFWLRQ VZROOHQ O\PSK JODQGV GKSEDIGDWVWKHNDBKQO® W R WIKRKHVWKXDW P
VNLQ H[SRVHG WR WLFN DQG 5\ ELWHYV JORYHVWKHDOWH ZWUXNEQYX DHR XQRBWE BDY
water and washing hands before eating, drinking or touching your face can reduce the chances of contracting

WXODUHPLD
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