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County 
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TO BE PRESENTED BY: James W. Lemke, Real Estate Section Chief 

SUMMARY: 

The department is requesting approval to 1) acquire 1,830.3 acres of land and a .07-acre access easement from Dean Kincaid, 

Inc. (Kincaid), for $3,677,000 under the authority of ss. 23.09(2){d){3) and (15), Wis. Stats., and ss. NR 1.40(1) (2)(a) and 

l.41(a), Wis. Admin. Code; and 2) modify the existing project boundaries of Prince's Point Wildlife Area and Glacial

Heritage Area Rural Landscape Protection Area to include the entire parcel in Prince's Point Wildlife Area.

The Kincaid acquisition of 1,830.3 acres abuts existing department ownership, lies entirely within the project boundaries of 

Prince's Point Wildlife Area and the Glacial Heritage Area Rural Landscape Protection Area, and is a partner project with 

the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Consisting primarily of drained wetlands, USDA will be 

securing a Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership (WREP) easement on 1,743.9 acres of the property, with the 
department purchasing the underlying fee title of the property after the WREP easement is secured. Three additional parcels 

comprising 86.4 acres to be determined by survey will provide public access points and parking facilities. In addition, an 

access easement strip measuring 100' x 33' for management use is included. Funding for the $3,677,000 acquisition consists of 

$3,432,000 of federal Pittman-Robertson funds and $245,000 from the Warren Knowles-Gaylord Nelson Stewardship 

Program pursuant to s. 23.0917, Wis. Stats. The USDA project will also fund the wetland restoration design, construction, 

and planting activities on the WREP area. 

Prince's Point Wildlife Area located in Jefferson County was established in 1951 and currently comprises nearly 2,000 acres 

of mostly wetland habitat and consists of primarily bottomland hardwoods and open water marsh. The wildlife area is 

primarily riparian wetlands associated with the confluence of Spring Creek, the Scuppernong River, and the Bark River. 

There is a small portion of upland cover along Koch Road on the northern edge of the property. Nearly 1,000 acres are 

managed in four wetland impoundments, with water levels in two of the impoundments manipulated to maximize use by 
waterfowl and other wetland birds. 

The USDA restoration plan will include five water level managed impoundments, 11 miles of mowed dike tops, four miles of 
graveled dike tops and a permanent duck banding site. This property will be managed for moist soil and resources will be 

allocated here as it is in the highest priority area for waterfowl species identified in the Wisconsin Waterfowl Habitat 
Conservation Strategy (2020), a 15-year plan that directs strategic waterfowl habitat conservation of the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan (NA WMP) in Wisconsin. 

This acquisition and wetland restoration will increase relevancy for wildlife management because it is in a key part of our 

state within a one-hour drive from 4,000,000 residents and will be a premiere destination for waterfowl hunters as well as 

recreational users, with waterfowl and wetland associated birds being one of the most popular wildlife viewing activities. The 
long-term management goal is to restore and maintain a highly functional hemi-marsh wetland complex for waterfowl to be 

utilized by hunters and recreational users. The subject property will be open to all five nature based outdoor activities. 

The department recommends acquisition of this property in cooperation with the USDA WREP to enhance Prince's Point 

Wildlife Area by blocking habitat and completing the boundary out to roads which provides improved habitat and 

recreational objectives near one of the most populated areas of the State. The department also recommends modifying the 
project boundaries of Prince's Point Wildlife Area and Glacial Heritage Area Rural Landscape Protection Area to include 

the entire parcel in Prince's Point Wildlife Area. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board 1.) approve the purchase of 1,830.30 acres of land and a .07-acre access easement 
from Dean Kincaid, Inc., for $3,677,000.00 for Prince's Point Wildlife Area in Jefferson County and 
2.) approve the modification of the existing project boundaries of Prince's Point Wildlife Area and 
Glacial Heritage Area Rural Landscape Protection Area to include the entire parcel in Prince's Point 
Wildlife Area. 
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