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SUBJECT: Request approval for the prohibition of two nature-based outdoor activities (hunting and trapping) to protect the 
public safety on land to be purchased with Knowles-Nelson Stewardship funds – San Damiano Friary Acquisition, City of 
Monona, Dane County  

FOR: January 2022 Board meeting

TO BE PRESENTED BY: Pam Rood, Stewardship Grant Manager 

SUMMARY:

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the Department’s determination that the prohibition of hunting and trapping is necessary to 
protect public safety on .75 acres to be acquired by the City of Monona, Dane County.   

LIST OF ATTACHED MATERIALS (check all that are applicable): 
Background memo 
Maps 

Approved by Signature Date 

Terry Bay, Bureau Director, Facilities and 
Lands  

Tim Cook, Division Administrator, Internal 
Services  

Preston D. Cole, Secretary 

cc: Board Liaison – AD/8  by Todd Ambs

Per s.23.0916(2) Wis. Stats., and consistent with s. NR52.05 Wis. Adm. Code, the Board must determine that the 
prohibition of hunting and trapping is necessary to protect public safety on the 0.75-acre parcel in the City of Monona, Dane 
County.  

The Department has made the determination that prohibition of hunting and trapping is necessary to protect public safety 
due to: 

Proximity to residential buildings.
Proximity to a school.
City ordinance prohibitions
Urban setting and user expectation

The property will provide opportunities for passive recreation such as hiking, picnicking, nature enjoyment, fishing, cross-
country skiing, and snowshoeing. 
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DATE: December 14, 2021 

TO: Natural Resources Board 

FROM: Preston D. Cole, Secretary 

SUBJECT: Request approval for the prohibition of nature-based outdoor activities – City of Monona, 
San Damiano Friary Acquisition 

In accordance with s. 23.0916(2)c Wis. Stats., the Department requests the Board approve the prohibition 
of two nature-based outdoor activities on 0.75-acre of land in the City of Monona, Dane County. The 
Department proposes to award a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant to the City of Monona for the 
purchase of land on which hunting and trapping will be prohibited by local ordinances and state hunting 
laws. 

I. PROJECT DETAILS

Project Sponsor: City of Monona 
Sellers: Norbertine Novitiate order of Praemonstratensian Fathers 

(San Damiano Friary) 
Grant sub-program: Urban Green Space 

Project description:   
The City of Monona has applied for Stewardship funds to support a portion of the San Damiano 
acquisition.  The proposed Stewardship grant will support the purchase of approximately .75 acres of the 
9.8-acre property.  The subject property includes wetland, upland areas, and 100 feet of Lake Monona 
shoreline.  The City intends to manage the .75 acres as an undeveloped open space.  Planning for the 
remainder of this park will involve recreational infrastructure, some of which may not be Stewardship-
eligible.  Maps are attached as Appendix A.  

Current/prior use of property:  Prior to the City’s acquisition, there was no public use. 

Proposed public uses: The proposed .75 acres of primarily wetland, will provide opportunities for 
passive recreation to include hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, fishing, nature watching, and will 
provide access to Lake Monona.  Benches, picnic tables and a trail or walking path will be available. The 
property will be open to the public seven days per week, and 365 days per year. The Department’s 
analysis of the permitted nature-based outdoor activities is attached in Appendix B.   

Property management:   The San Damiano property will be operated and maintained by the City of 
Monona Parks and Recreation Department, consistent with their management policy. 

II. NBOA DETERMINATION

Nature-based outdoor activities (NBOAs) are defined in s. NR 52.02(7), Wis. Adm. Code, as hunting, 
trapping, fishing, hiking, or cross-country skiing.  The City of Monona ordinance prohibits hunting and 
trapping in City limits.  DNR’s Regional Public Safety Team, Nick Webster, Safety Specialist Warden, 
Jeremy Plautz, Regional Warden, and Cheryl Housley, Project Manager, determined that the prohibition 
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of these activities is necessary to protect public safety.  This determination is based the following factors: 
The primary purpose of the project (public urban park).
City ordinances prohibit discharge and possession of weapon; use of bow and arrow in city park
and trapping in a city park.
The location of the parcel in an urban setting.
Proximity to residential homes and schools.
State of Wisconsin hunting laws.
Visitor expectation and likely user conflict if not prohibited.

State law prohibits the discharge of a firearm within 100 yards of any building devoted to human 
occupancy without the permission of the owner or occupant.  State law also restricts both the possession 
and the discharge of firearms within 1,000 feet of school grounds as well as the hunting within 1,700 feet 
of any school grounds. The subject property is located within 1,000 feet of Frank Allis Elementary School 
and it is within 100 yards of several buildings devoted to human occupancy.   

Given the urban nature of the property, it is likely that trapping at the site could cause user conflict. 

The Department posted public notice about this determination on GovDelivery on November 9, 2021.  
Eight comments were received in support of the grant and prohibiting hunting and trapping, and one 
comment was a question of property location.  A letter of support from a public official was also 
submitted in the comment period. The public notice and comment summary submitted may be found as 
Appendix C and D. 

III. RECOMMENDED:

____________________________________________ _________________ 
Terry Bay, Bureau Director    Date 
Bureau of Facilities and Lands 

____________________________________________ __________________ 
Tim Cooke, Administrator    Date 
Internal Services Division 
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