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SUBJECT: Acceptance of Reversionary Land Interest – Lizard Mound County Park – Washington County

FOR: OCTOBER 2021 BOARD MEETING 

TO BE PRESENTED BY: James W. Lemke, Real Estate Section Chief 

SUMMARY: 

In 1986 the department quit claimed its interest in the 32.38-acre property now known as Lizard Mound County Park (Park) 
to Washington County (County) pursuant to 1985 Assembly Bill 85. The quit claim deed contains a deed reservation requiring 
the lands be used for “public recreational purposes,” and if this purpose ceases for a two-year period, title shall revert back to 
the state without necessity for re-entry. For the past 35 years, the County has successfully operated and maintained the Park 
for public enjoyment and use. Improvements have been added over the years, helping improve the public experience of 
enjoying one of this nation’s greatest examples of Native American effigy mounds.  

The Washington County Board of Supervisors signed a resolution authorizing the conveyance of the Park back to the State of 
Wisconsin on February 2, 2020. The County, in reviewing long term management plans for the Park, recognized its limitation 
on caring for the effigy mounds and is divesting itself of the Park for that reason. The department is currently engaged in 
searching for a new owner who can demonstrate they have the appropriate archeological expertise and ecological restoration 
capabilities and who is capable of caring for the archeological unique effigy mounds. 

In a prior action signed by the department on June 28, 2021, a Memorandum of Agreement was executed with the County for 
the department to take ownership of the Park in October 2021, providing that the County maintain the Park through the 2021 
public tourist season. The County has fulfilled this obligation. The request in front of the board today is to formalize this 
agreement by approving the department’s acceptance of the ownership of Lizard Mound County Park. 

The department recommends acceptance of the ownership of Lizard Mound County Park until a new owner can be found with 
the proper expertise to manage this archeological site. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the Board approve the department’s acceptance of the ownership of the Lizard Mound County 
Park in Washington County pursuant to a reversionary clause in the deed vesting ownership from 
the department to Washington County in 1986. 
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DATE:  September 24, 2021      FILE REF: PR 40269 
 
TO:  Governor Tony Evers 
 
FROM:  Secretary Preston D. Cole 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed Land Acquisition, Lizard Mound County Park Tract, File # 40269,  
 
1. PARCEL DESCRIPTION: 

Lizard Mound County Park 
Washington County 

 
Grantor: 

   
  Washington County 
  Attn: Donald Kriefall 
  PO Box 1986 
  West Bend WI 53095 
 

Acres: 32.38  
Price: N/A – reversionary interest 
Interest: Fee simple 
Improvements: Blacktop parking area, paved walking trails, educational display area 

Location: The property is located two miles northeast of the City of West Bend in Washington County.

Land Description: The subject land is basically level. 

Covertype Breakdown:       
Type Acreage 

Grass/Pasture    4.88                  
Upland Woodland   27.50 

Total:   32.38 
 

Zoning: The site is zoned agricultural. 
Present Use: Public recreation
Proposed Use: Public recreation 
Tenure: The department transferred the property to Washington County in 1986 with a reversionary interest. 
Property Taxes: Tax exempt 

Stewardship Land Access: This property will be open to the public for all nature based outdoor recreational 
activities to include hunting, fishing, trapping, hiking and cross-country skiing. Physical features of the property 
may not be conducive to all these activities. 

2. JUSTIFICATION: 

In 1986 the department quit claimed its interest in the 32.38-acre property now known as Lizard Mound County 
Park (Park) to Washington County (County) pursuant to 1985 Assembly Bill 85. The quit claim deed contains a 
deed reservation requiring the lands be used for “public recreational purposes,” and if this purpose ceases for a two-
year period, title shall revert back to the state without necessity for re-entry. For the past 35 years, the County has 
successfully operated and maintained the Park for public enjoyment and use. Improvements have been added over 
the years, helping improve the public experience of enjoying one of this nation’s greatest examples of Native 
American effigy mounds.  

 
The Washington County Board of Supervisors signed a resolution authorizing the conveyance of the Park back 
to the State of Wisconsin on February 2, 2020. The County, in reviewing long term management plans for the 
Park, recognized its limitation on caring for the effigy mounds and is divesting itself of the Park for that reason. 

State of Wisconsin
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM 
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The department is currently engaged in searching for a new owner who can demonstrate they have the appropriate 
archeological expertise and ecological restoration capabilities and who is capable of caring for the archeological 
unique effigy mounds. 

  
In a prior action signed by the department on June 28, 2021, a Memorandum of Agreement was executed with the 
County for the department to take ownership of the Park in October 2021, providing that the County maintain the 
Park through the 2021 public tourist season. The County has fulfilled this obligation. The request in front of the 
board today is to formalize this agreement by approving the department’s acceptance of the ownership of Lizard 
Mound County Park. 

 
The department recommends acceptance of the ownership of Lizard Mound County Park until a new owner can be 
found with the proper expertise to manage this archeological site. 
 

3. LAND MANAGEMENT: 
 

The property will be managed by department staff in the parks program until a new owner is found.  
 
4. FINANCING: 

No funding is required for this transaction.  
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RECOMMENDED: 
 

Terry H. Bay, Bureau Director, Bureau of Facilities and Lands Date

Diane L. Milligan, Bureau of Legal Services Date

Timothy C. Cooke, Internal Services Division Administrator Date 
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Map data ©2021 Google 5 mi

Pass by Burger King (on the right in 2.5 mi)

Continue to follow US-151 N

24 s (0.1 mi)

47 min (40.6 mi)

4.9 mi

35.3 mi

0.3 mi

Drive 77.8 miles, 1 hr 38 min101 South Webster Street, Madison, 
WI to Lizard Mound County Park
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Continue to follow State Hwy 33 Trunk E/WI-33 E
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